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Eve ryday Mate ria ls

Science



Sorting



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can sort objects by their properties.

• I can group together objects with the same properties.
• I can explain how I have sorted the objects.



How could I sort these objects into two groups? Talk to your partner.
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How could I sort these objects into two groups? Talk to your partner.

Sorting



Look at the different objects. Pass them carefully around the circle. Think 
about:

• what they look like;

• how they feel;

• words we could use to describe their properties.

Sorting Circles



Sorting Circles

Put rough objects 
inside this circle.

Put smooth objects 
inside this circle.

Put objects which are both rough and 
smooth where the circles overlap.



Property Sort
Use the hoops to sort out your objects by their properties

Remember to take a photo to show how you sorted them.



Material Sort
Work together as a group to sort the cards into the different materials they are 
made from.

Remember that working as a group means:

• listening to each other; 

• respecting what everyone says;

• letting everyone have a turn to speak;

• making decisions together. 



Success Criteria

Aim
• I can sort objects by their properties.

• I can group together objects with the same properties.
• I can explain how I have sorted the objects.





Everyday Materials: Sorting
Aim: Success Criteria: Resources:
To compare and group together a variety 
of everyday materials on the basis of 
their simple physical properties by sorting 
objects.

I can sort objects by their properties.

I can group together objects with the 
same properties.

I can explain how I have sorted the 
objects.

Lesson Pack

Sorting hoops

Camera

Key/New Words: Preparation:
Sort, group, compare. Everyday Materials Vocabulary Cards - as 

required

Waterproof Sorting Cards and Transparent 
or Opaque Sorting Cards - as required

Sorting Materials Cards - 1 per group

Gather a selection of materials and 
objects made of different materials. 

Charge the camera.

Prior Learning: Children will have described the properties of everyday materials in lesson 3 and explored their properties in 
lessons 4 and 5.
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Taskit
Photographit: Children could takes photos of objects with certain properties and make a poster with them or add them to a 

display.

Recordit: Children could walk around the school recording how many objects are made from particular materials and make a 
pictogram or a bar chart.

Learning Sequence

Sorting: Children work with a partner to sort each set of pictures on the Lesson Presentation into two 
groups. Work through each set and discuss how the pictures could be sorted (red and not red, farm 
animals/zoo/wild animals, hard and soft).

Sorting Circles: Sitting in a circle, children look at the different objects and pass them around. How could 
we describe their properties? Use the Everyday Materials Vocabulary Cards to remind children of the 
different properties. How could we sort these objects? Using the Everyday Materials Vocabulary Cards, 
the sorting hoops and the Lesson Presentation, model how to label each circle e.g. rough and smooth. 
Ask children with a rough object to put it in the circle. Then ask children with a smooth object to put it 
in the other circle. Identify objects which are both rough and smooth. Where could we put them? Model 
how to overlap the circles to include any objects which have both properties.

Property Sort: Children complete the differentiated activities to sort the objects. Are children able to 
sort and group objects with the same properties together? Can children explain how they have sorted 
their objects? Take photos of their sorted objects. (These could be put in books and/or added to a 
display). Then challenge them to think of absorbent and not absorbent objects.

Children go on a walk 
around the classroom 
or school (if an adult 
is available). Identify 
different objects 
which have different 
properties e.g. rough 
and smooth objects, 
hard and soft objects. 

Give children 4 sorting 
hoops and ask them 
to label them rough 
and smooth and dull 
and shiny. Children find 
objects from around 
the classroom to put 
into each hoop.

Give children 4 
sorting hoops and ask 
them to label them 
opaque/transparent/
waterproof/not 
waterproof. Children 
sort the Waterproof 
Sorting Cards and 
Transparent or 
Opaque Sorting Cards 
into the hoops. 

Material Sort: Children sort the Sorting Materials Cards by the different materials they are made from 
(be aware of some pictures may fall into more than one category, for example the scissors could be 
grouped with metal and/or plastic). Then allow groups to share how they have sorted them and address 
any misconceptions. Are children able to explain how they have sorted them? Did any of the children 
notice that some objects were made from more than one material?



Everyday Materials | Sorting

I can sort objects by their properties.

I can group together objects with the same 
properties.

I can explain how I have sorted the objects.

Avery Template: Name Badge Label, 8 per sheet | Compatible Products:15395, 25395, 42395, 45395, 48395, 5395, 8395, 88395, 85395.
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